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Faces&Places
Dental Community Fellowship        Summer 2019

Sharing the love of Jesus with the people we meet and the places we visit.

Dental Community Fellowship
PO Box 81135
Charleston SC 29416
dentalcommunityfellowship.net

More Than 100 
Trips in 16 Years
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During the last 16 years Dr. Bill and teamates have partici-
pated on more than 100 short term trips. During this period 
literally thousands of patients have received some form of 
dental treatment. Toothaches have been relieved, cavities 
restored, teeth cleaned, as well as reading and sunglasses 
dispensed. More importantly, countless prayers have been 
said for both the team as well as the people who have come 
to the DCF clinics.

It’s easy to ponder at times a very difficult question. How 
much difference has all this effort made? In reality, there’s 
no answer this side of Heaven. We trust that as we serve in 
Jesus’ name that He is honored and that in helping others 
God is pleased.

What we do know is that sometimes student participants 
will share after a trip about how much the clinical experi-
ence gained during the trip has benefited their education. 
Following are two statements from different students after 
their return.

Comments like these are a huge encouragement to DCF 
leaders. Lots of time, effort, expense, and preparation go 
into each DCF international service trip. We do it because 
we feel called to the task. However, positive feedback, 
prayers, financial support, and additional workers help to 
spur us on to good deeds.

More Than 100 Trips in 16 Years

Students from the January Peru Trip.

Students from the JunePeru Trip.

Students from the March Ecuador Trip.

DCF held its Annual Scrub Burn in August.

“For me, having a dentist chair-side 
assisting me was invaluable. Each 
one offered tips and guidance as 
needed, but still allowed me the 
confidence to know that I am capa-
ble.” D2 student

“As a student who spent the major-
ity of last year in didactic courses, 
I found the clinical experience that 
I received on DCF trips to be the 
quintessential complement to the 
training I receive at MUSC. Because 
of this experience, I feel more con-
fident in the skills taught by pro-
fessors back home. I truly believe 
that the combination of knowledge 
learned from through both MUSC 
and DCF will better prepare me for 
my future as a clinical.”
D4 student
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The end of May brought graduation to the CDM class of 
2019. Almost a third of the graduates had been involved 
in DCF activities in one form or another. It’s hard to see 
strong leaders move on, but we wish them well as they enter 
residencies, the military, and private practice. We have fond 
memories of good times spent in fellowship and service. We 
hope that many will stay in touch and continue to support 
the mission of DCF to “make a difference” wherever God 
leads.

In June a new group of D-1 students began their studies 
taking gross anatomy. They had just arrived on campus 
when DCF hosted its annual Freshmen Welcome. The old 
expression about getting only one chance to make a first 
impression holds true. Most of the class attended to learn 
about DCF. Pastor Will Plonk challenged them to seek com-
munity while in school, to include God and the local church 
in their lives even in the face of study pressures, and to 
enjoy the journey. We hope that many of these students will 
connect with DCF through small groups, noon discussion 
meetings, monthly prayer time, mission trips, and individu-
al friendships.

Celebrations, Send Offs and Welcome

In the spring of 2018, a fortunate meeting took place. 
Will Plonk had recently moved to Charleston from Green-
ville with a call to start GraceCity Church. That meeting 
with Dr. Bill led to Pastor Will accepting the challenge of 
becoming Chaplain to DCF. His Godly wisdom and coun-
sel has resulted in the establishment of a new leadership 
structure for DCF. This holds great promise for expanding 
ministry outreach while entrusting more responsibility to 
student leaders.

Four teams make up the structure. They are;
Service (missions)
Community (care)

Outreach
Development
The vision for DCF is to “impact our dental world in re-
sponse to God’s love and for His glory.” In 1 John 4:10-11, 
we read; “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 
He loved us and sent his Son to be a propitiation for our 
sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another.”

So what’s the real purpose of DCF? Robert Kennedy said 
that “the purpose of life is to contribute in some way to 
making things better.” Another famous individual, Muham-
mad Ali said that “service to others is the rent you pay for 
your room here on earth.”

Bottom line for DCF and all of us is to daily look for ways 
to make this world a better place. The leadership team of 
DCF believes this and is seeking effective ways to live a 
life within our dental world that brings honor to Christ, 
love to classmates and patients, and light to those whose 
lives are dark.

The challenge to us all; “Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven. Mt 5:16

Student Leaders Empowered By New Structure

DCF Chaplain Will Plonk speaks during one of the student 
luncheon meetings.

DCF welcomed the newest dental class during it annual 
Welcome Event.

DCF recently celebrated the graduating dental class of 2019.

It was a privilege recently for DCF to be named as a recipient of memorial donations to the life of the recently de-
ceased son of a long time DCF friend and supporter. This came because of a belief in the mission of DCF. It will be 
our goal to use these funds wisely to honor the life of this young man by providing love and care to those who need 
it most.

Thank you!
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Come Join Us!
2019
Honduras  September 14-21
Dominican  November 2-9
Haiti   postponed
2020
Peru   January 11-18
Nicaragua  February 15-23
Ecuador  March 7-14

Donations can be made by credit card at dentalcommunityfellowship.net, or by check made payable to Dental Community 
Fellowship and mailed to PO Box 81135, Charleston SC 29416.  For questions call 803-269-9899.

Highlights from 2019
• A hard working mission team returned to Peru in January, serving more 
patients than in previous years while enjoying the beauty of the Andes.

• Mama Bill (Susalee) participated in a renewal conference for missonary 
women in Italy in February.

• The largest group of first and second year students ever to participate 
were part of the Spring Break Ecuador trip in March.

Dr. T. R. Ravenel taught endo to the D3,4s using a Nomad portable Xray-
machine.

• Drs. Bill and Nigel, along with Mama Bill returned to Burundi after a 5 
years absence working with dental students at Hope Christian University 
as well as serving hundreds of patients in a rural part of the country. Pas-
tor Russ Bennett from James Island Christian Church helped coordinate 
the visit.

• A large June team went to a new Peru location for DCF serving in a 
town called Paracas, south of Lima. The town welcomed us warmly and 
seemed to really appreciate the dental help.

• The monthly noon talks by Pastor Will Plonk at MUSC were well
attended all semester.

• Graduation for the D4 class came all to quickly as we said our
goodbyes and wished them well. We miss you!

• More than 100 students gathered in June as we welcomed the class of 
2023 at the DCF Freshman Welcome.

• Annual Scrub Burn was held in August to 
celebrate the first year students completion 
of gross anatomy.

Thank you for your
continued support!

Dr. Wes Teal works with a student during the 
June mission trip to Peru.

Master of Sterilization Susalee Sasser sterilizes 
instruments in Burundi.

Always great when this dynamic duo come 
together. Dr. Nigel Mallon from England and Dr. 
Bill Sasser serve together in Burundi.

Pastor Russ Bennett and his family are currently 
full time missionaries in Burundi.

Dr. Bill and Lucia Wilberding serve in Peru in 
Janaury.


