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Faces&Places
Dental Community Fellowship        Spring 2017

Sharing the love of Jesus with the people we meet and the places we visit.

Dental Community Fellowship
PO Box 81135
Charleston SC 29416
dentalcommunityfellowship.net

Memories
Missions for
available until May 31.
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I remember vividly, as if it were yesterday though many years ago, 
I was working away on a patient in Africa and felt God’s presence 
in that still small voice when we know that He is trying to get our 
attention.  The Bible tells us that God’s voice is often only a whisper.  
However, it’s in the quiet moments when He has our full attention that 
we are open to receive a revelation of His truth for our lives through 
the Holy Spirit inside of us.  

Many years after our first international mission trip in the mid 90s, 
Susalee and I served with a variety of mission organizations in several 
different countries.  Often just the two of us would volunteer to travel 
to places such as Rwanda, Kenya, or Honduras.  There was a steep 
initial learning curve when it came to working in unfamiliar and often 
remote surroundings, but after much labor, I felt that I was finally 
catching on to how to render dental care in a portable setting without 
all of the equipment available at home.

That particular day that I refer to was when I felt God say, “Bill, it will 
be fine if you continue serving like you have been doing, however, if 
you don’t start showing others what you have learned, then when you 
die, no one will be around to carry on.  If you want this work to con-
tinue, then others need to be included, in particular, dental students.”

Celebrating The Vision
By: Dr. Bill Sasser

DCF 2017 Timeline

A group of 24 traveled to Peru in January 2017. Above, 
Dr. Nigel Mallon provides instruction to students Eric 
Rackley and Mike Lamb. 

A group of 86 traveled to Ecuador in March. Above, 
student and son, Banks Lee assists Dr. Cape Lee.

Students and dentists attended a Gospel, Grub, and 
Grow meeting in January.

Small groups take place throughout the year.

Check out what has been happening with DCF 
since the beginning of the year.

Almost four years ago on my 
second day of dental school, 
I attended the DCF Freshman 
Welcome party at Sticky Fin-
gers in downtown Charleston. 
Little did I know that I would 
meet the Sasser’s who would 
dramatically shape the next 
four years of my life (and 
my future dental career).  I 
remember calling my mom 
that night to update her on 

how things were going, and as I was telling her about Dr. Bill Sasser, 
she was shocked because she worked with a Dr. Will Sasser in Bir-
mingham. Lo and behold, he turned out to be Dr. Bill’s son who lives 
only two blocks from my childhood home!  Each time I reflect on that 
first meeting and conversation with Dr. Bill, I am reminded that God 
has placed me exactly where He wants me.   

I began going to the monthly meetings (G3) and getting more in-
volved with the student leadership in DCF.  I attended my first dental 
missions trip to Ecuador over Spring Break my first year and I was 
hooked!  I knew then that God wanted me to learn as much as I could 
from Dr. Bill and Susalee on how to organize, coordinate, and serve 
those not only in our local community but overseas as well through 
dentistry.  I have learned from them how to use the gifts that God has 
given me as a future dentist.  

Senior Reflection
By: Claire Midyette Wood

continued on page 4
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Memories     Missionsfor
Support DCF through this unique fundraiser to honor our work abroad with a 
permanent momento for your home or office.

Each piece of artwork is beautifully crafted as an original and timeless expression 
of a DCF memory. These pieces are made available for a limited time through 
partnership with fine artist Lynda English and photographer Nigel Mallon.

Your tax deductible support will help DCF continue its mission to provide dental 
care to the under-served overseas, and opportunities for the spiritual growth of 
students and dentists here at home.

Artwork is being offered as a special gift for donations received through May 31.
See all pictures at dentalcommunityfellowship.net.

Casey Bennett
Joseph Boggs
Leanna Craft
Madison Culler
Micah Dowling
Jillian Eaves
Jon Fryml
Sohee Kim
Mike Lamb
Leslie Larkins
Elizabeth Madison

Phillip McAbee
Chris McKee
Eric Rackley
Sarah Beth Ray
Zach Schurch
Whitney Simons
Neizel Songalia
George Sourlis
Riley Wilson
Claire Wood
Laura Jean Varadi

Congratulations!
The following students traveled with DCF 
on short term trips during the last four 
years. They graduate in May from the 
MUSC College of Dental Medicine.

Prosthetic Teeth in Honduras
Thanks to the effort and expertise of Dr. James Moore, prosthetic tooth 
replacements were provided for the first time on a mission trip to Honduras 
last September.  A dental laboratory technician friend provided Dr. Moore 
with a brief tutorial, and provided the team with needed equipment and 
supplies.  A number of patients left smiling after having their non-restorable 
front teeth replaced.

Tooth decay is very high in Latin America due to a cultural love of sugar, 
especially sweet beverages.  This leads to a very high rate of decay.  This 
frequently results in dental disease and tooth loss at a very young age.  To be 
able to replace missing or non-restorable teeth was a joy for DCF and a huge 
blessing for the patients. This service was also offered in Peru in January.

Dr. Moore practices in Charleston and has been a faithful supporter and 
participant on DCF mission trips for the past seven years.  He helps prepare 
restorative materials for each trip and participates on multiple mission trips.
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Join DCF on a Trip!
June 17-25    Peru
September 16-23  Honduras
October 13-22   Ecuador (GHO)
November 11-18   Haiti
January 6-14   Peru
January 27- February 4 Nicaragua (GHO)
March 10-18   Ecuador

Register at dentalcommunityfellowship.net

Donations can be made by credit card at dentalcommunityfellowship.net, or by check made payable to Dental Community 
Fellowship and mailed to PO Box 81135, Charleston SC 29416.  For questions call 803-269-9899.

It was from this vision or call, that led to connecting with 
some dental students at MUSC and ultimately to the for-
mation of Dental Community Fellowship.  The first DCF 
sponsored mission trip occurred in the spring of 2003.  Last 
month we returned from Ecuador after having completed 
our 15th spring break trip.  In between, there have literally 
been more than a hundred other short term mission trips 
traveling with one or two others, up to 90 participants. 

What began as one mission has led to the formation of an 
expanded vision for DCF to impact our dental world in 
response to Christ’s love and for His glory.  Each year many 
undergraduate dental students gain experience in the logis-
tics of rendering dental care in a portable setting.  They re-
ceive hands on learning which is of value to their education.  
Ultimately, the hope is that the exposure to the dental needs 
of the poor around the world will lead them to continue to 
serve in some capacity their whole careers.  If this happens, 
then the vision that God gave many years ago will bear 
much fruit for the Kingdom of God in the years to come.

I am convinced that, regardless of one’s profession, our 
main call on Earth is to make a difference by how we live, 
what we say, and what we do with our time, treasure, and 
talent.  Love is not really love until it’s put into action.  
Dentistry is a wonderful vehicle to display love to others as 
we serve in a variety of settings, both at home an abroad, 
without worrying about compensation.  Even dental stu-
dents with lots of school loans can see the value in giving 
back as they are able.  

The past 15 years have gone very fast.  Susalee (“Mama 
Bill” as she is known in Africa) continues to serve alongside 
as we prepare for trips, travel, and work.  Retirement is not 
a concern that’s found in the Bible.  As long as our health is 
good, we plan to continue to serve.  Each day is a gift from 
God and not to be wasted.  Our Bible teaches us in Acts 
20:35; “In all things I have shown you that by working hard 
in this way we must help the weak and remember the words 
of the Lord Jesus, how He himself said, ‘It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.’”

Celebrating The Vision ... continued from page 2

Watching how well the Sasser’s love on students and truly 
want to see each of us grow in our faith and use our abilities 
to serve those in need will forever be ingrained in my mind.  
They have shown us true generosity that stems solely from 
their love for the Lord.

It has been very rewarding to watch DCF grow over the past 
four years.  Through DCF, many dental students at MUSC 
have been touched.  In addition to the several DCF mission 
trips, there are now male and female Bible Studies for each 
year at the dental school.  We also have had opportunities to 
have dinner in local dentists’ homes to learn from them how 
to live like Christ as a dentist, spouse, parent, and member 
of a local church.  I cannot imagine how different my dental 
school experience would have been without DCF.  It was a 
life-changing organization for me, and I am so thankful for 
the opportunities that I have had to serve in leadership and 
on mission trips.

Memories     Missionsfor
available until May 31.

Senior Reflection... continued from page 2


